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Introduction
The genus Argia Rambur, found exclusively in the New World, is the most speciose genus of Odonata in the world. Approximately 200 names have been proposed or have been used in combination with this genus since it was first established by Rambur (1842), and it currently includes 114 described species (Garrison & von Ellenrieder 2015) . They range from southern Canada at approximately 51.7° N (2 ♂♂ Argia vivida Hagen in Selys, Alberta, cave and basin thermal pools, Banff, 51°10' S, 115°35' W, in RWG) south to approximately 34.6° S in Uruguay (1 ♀ Argia albistigma Hagen in Selys, Uruguay, Maldonado, Arroyo El Rodeo, route 60, km 23, 34°40' S, 55°14' W, in CSCA), displaying their highest diversity in the Neotropics, indicating that the genus arose in this region. Adults comprise a major odonate element of lotic aquatic ecosystems throughout the New World, and they represent, with the exception of the former 'protoneurid' damselflies, one of the few coenagrionid damselfly genera that regularly breeds in stream habitats in this region. Adults range from 21 mm [Argia bicellulata (Calvert)] to 57 mm [Argia funcki (Selys)] in total body length and, with rare exceptions, are black and blue or violet. Specimens are numerous in almost any collection of Neotropical Odonata, and although the genus is easily defined by a combination of characters (Garrison 1994; Garrison et al. 2010) , they are difficult to identify specifically. Discriminatory characters of adults are found primarily in the caudal appendages of the males and the mesostigmal laminae of the females. These characters are often difficult to see, and it is not easy to distinguish among intra-and interspecific variation. Calvert (1902a Calvert ( , 1907 provided an excellent and detailed review of the Central American fauna, and Garrison
